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day observances, extra-curricular activities,
Red Cross co-operation, and panel discussions and gives a list of essays, poems, and
plays suitable for students' reading. Anyone wishing a copy of the bulletin should
write to National Council of Teachers of
English, 211 West 68th Street, Chicago,
Illinois, enclosing ten cents in stamps or
coin.
THE READING TABLE
AMERICAN SPEECH
American Pronunciation ; A Textbook of Phonetics for Students of English. By John Samuel Kenyon. Ann Arbor, Michigan: George
Wahr. 193S. 248 pp. $1.50.Within the last generation scholars have
suddenly become aware of the American
use of the English language as a fascinating
and important study. The result has been a
rash of articles and books on American
speech. George Philip Krapp's The Pronunciation of Standard English in America
(1919), and The English Language in
America (1925) are the standard works on
this subject. H. L. Mencken's The American Language (1921) is a significant contribution to the study. At the present time a
large group of researchers are at work on a
Linguistic Atlas of America, under the general leadership of Hans Curath, and a definitive Dictionary of American English is
being prepared by the Chicago University
Press, under the editorship of Sir William
Craigie. John Samuel Kenyon's American
Pronunciation, first published in 1924, has
held a vital place in the scholarship of
American speech. Now in its new revised
edition it is at once an admirable textbook
on pronunciation for the student and an
authoritative, up-to-date survey of the
whole subject of American English for the
teacher.
The author, professor of English in
' Hiram College, consulting editor of pronunciation for Webster's New International
Dictionary, Second Edition, and a member
of the Administrative Council of the International Phonetic Association, approaches
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his difficult subject with candid pedagogical
purpose. His desire is "to awaken the interest of students in their mother tongue,
its behavior and laws of development,
particularly as these have a bearing on an
intelligent attitude toward what constitutes
good English speech." He believes that because of a general lack of knowledge of
phonetics many teachers have wrong habits
of speech and that they unintentionally mislead their pupils in pronunciation; that a
study of phonetics will broaden interest in
the pronunciation of English in different
regions of America and England, and help
to establish a rational attitude towards questions of authority and standards of usage,
as well as to stimulate good articulation.
This work in phonetics, he declares, "involves the same mental processes of accurate observation, comparison, logical deduction, and generalized concepts, that have
been rightly the chief argument for the disciplinary value of the study of Latin and
Greek."
One section of this book is devoted to a
brief review of the history of English and a
frank consideration of the various estimates
of "standard English speech." He does not
try to set up any rules for a uniform English, but accepting the several types of
American and British English, he proceeds
to discuss "a science of pronunciation" that
will apply to all sections of this country.
His observations are based on the "familiar,
cultivated colloquial" speech of northern
Ohio, representative of what has come to be
known as General American English.
Everywhere, however, he explains the variations from this type, as they appear in the
Eastern and Southern types.
Another section is given over to the organs of speech, with some excellent charts
of mouth-positions in the forming of English sounds. In other sections the many
troublesome problems of phonetics are dealt
with, including clear explanation of such
phenomena as assimilation and the influence
of spelling on standard pronunciation.
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There is also an illuminating discussion of
British and American accent.
The bulk of the book, of course, is taken
up with an examination in detail of English
consonants, vowels, and diphthongs, with
helpful exercises for the student. These descriptions are interesting and thorough,
notably in the treatment of that battleground of pronunciation, the "broad a."
Kenyon writes lucidly, handling his
abundant illustrative material and his documentary evidence without dogmatism or
confusion of detail. His faithfulness to the
International Phonetic Alphabet, especially
in his symbols for the various uses of r, is a
little daunting at first, but in the main what
he says is astonishingly clear, even to the
tyro. Many teachers will probably find that
this book is easier to use and more complete
than Krapp's Pronunciation of Standard
English in America, though Krapp manages
to deal with more individual words than
Kenyon and gives more transcriptions.
Kenyon's index is disappointingly meager.
Argus Tresidder
Budgeting in Public Schools. By Chris A. DeYoung. Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, Doran
and Company. 1936. 610 pp. $3.50.
Well-organized, mechanically excellent,
splendidly illustrated with concrete materials, this book is a credit to the publishers
and the author. A factual presentation,
built out of intimate knowledge of, and illustration of, current practices in budgetmaking in the various states and local
school divisions,—this book should furnish
excellent materials for the in-service and
pre-service budget education of administrative officials.
The reviewer would have welcomed a
statement at the opening of the book to
show very briefly the philosophy of education on which it is built, and also a display
of present practice as to the proportion of
the total expenses of a local or state division
now devoted to the public schools. It
would seem equally significant to have added as a conclusion some summary of the
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best techniques in budget-making. The
author has, however, preferred to let the
display of current practice, well-organized
and well-documented, speak for itself, thus
preventing any possible charge of indoctrination.
W. J. Gifford
Design and Construction in Tree Drawing. By
Frank M. Rines. Pelham, New York: Bridgman Publishers, Inc. 1936. Pp. 63. $2.50.
This book is perhaps the best of its kind
on tree sketching within recent years. Directions regarding elimination and handling
of detail, seeing the characteristics of tree
growth as a complete unit, legitimate
changes in composition, light and shade,
technique and handling of different sketching mediums are given by one who thoroughly knows trees and how to instruct
others about trees. The fifty artistic illustrations of well-known species range from
the simplest to the most advanced, and a
discussion of the particular characteristics
of each species follows. Sketches are rendered mostly in pencil and the effect is
made splendid by a soft-textured paper.
A. M. A.
A Dictionary of Elementary Drawing. By Joseph Francis O'Hare. Pelham, N. Y.; Bridgman Publishers, Inc. 1936. Pp. 64. $1.50.
A study of birds, fowls, animals, fruits,
vegetables, still life, houses, trees, faces,
and the human figure. It resembles a well
planned sketchbook arrangement with simple sketches in line proceeding systematically from the simplest basic forms. The
method of developing animals, fruits, and
faces from circles or ovals is so clearly
shown that it should delight and instruct
children and help adults. There are no
written explanations, for they are not
needed. A bright, sketchy, linen cover adds
to the attractiveness of the book.
A. M. A.
The Activity Program. By Melvin A, Gordon.
(A John Day Book.) New York: Reynal &
Hitchcock. 1936. $2.90.
Again Melvin tries to clear up the con-
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fusion concerning the activity program in
its philosophy and use in the schools. He
emphasizes and explains the real meaning
of organic school life. The "learning experience," he says, "is an emerging, organic
affair in which the inner drive of the learner moulds the structure of the situation to
his own ends."
The aim of education is the development
of individual personality through a process
of whole-hearted adjustment in a program
of good living. "The activity program is but
a means of living out the acts of life, those
real and vital things which men and children do in realizing themselves. Children
cry out for concreteness of goals to attain,
and those goals are best found in a definite
personality." Teachers, then, should first of
all be a real person and shake off the idea
that they can teach in the abstract. They
must lead children to see the world around
them and to the feet of the great men in the
world. They should be aware that the force
now changing the world is that of single
individuals working alone and creatively.
In order to advance the best in civilization,
we must not discourage or maltreat individual creation.
At the same time the author pleads for
stability and yet flexibility in the school program and organization. His suggested outline is a somewhat better one than that
found in most progressive schools. He
prophesies disaster to the school system and
to teachers who disregard the responsibility
for orderly behavior and for "systematic
and sequential learning". He presents an
interesting study of the attainments of children in progressive and non-progressive
schools. In nearly every instance the study
shows superiority in the learning of children in good progressive schools.
Teachers who are following the Virginia
Elementary Course of Study should read
this book to get a clearer idea of what real
activities are and to help clear up any confusion concerning the organic nature of
learning.
V. B.
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Tennis foe Teachers. By Helen Irene Driver.
Philadelphia: W. B. Sannders Co. 1936. Pp.
191. $2.50.
It is only after years of experience in
playing and teaching tennis that an instructor can collect the common probable
mistakes of her students and so with forehand knowledge incorporate them in her
teaching. These mistakes plus their causes
and effects are set forth with such simplicity and such clearness that this book
should be of great value as a short-cut to
excellent teaching for new instructors and
as a splendid reference for experienced
teachers. Besides this unusual contribution,
there is included the method, organization,
and analysis of every teaching aspect of the
game. As such it is not only of utmost value
to a tennis instructor, but a necessity.
Helen Marbut
Unit Activity Reading Series. By Nila Barton
Smith. New York: Silver, Burdett, & Co.
This series of readers consists of a preprimer, Tom's Trip; primer, At Home and
Away; first reader, In City and Country;
second reader, Round About You; third
reader, Near and Far, together with a
Teacher's Guide for the first year. These
books are timely, since the material in them
ties up so well with the activity program
based on social studies. Besides containing
worthwhile, meaningful reading matter, the
readers are attractively illustrated and give
many opportunities for review and practice
in reading.
M. L. S.
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE
Frances Wells, Suffolk, retiring president
of the Student Government Association,
was chosen by the student body to reign as
queen of the annual May Day festival to be
held on May 2. Elizabeth Gilley will be
maid of honor.
The queen's court was announced as follows : Gene Averett, Lynchburg; Melva
Burnette, Leesburg; Margaret Hottle, Manassas; Sylvia Kamsky, Richmond; Ann

